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WINNER OF THE LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK PRIZE FOR 
CURRENT INTEREST; FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK 
CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FOR NONFICTION AND THE PEN/
JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH AWARD FOR NONFICTION; 
LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/JEAN STEIN BOOK AWARD 

Caste
The Origins of Our Discontents
Isabel Wilkerson

In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us a 
masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in 
America as she explores, through an immersive, 
deeply researched, and beautifully written narrative 
and stories about real people, how America today and 
throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden 
caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings.

Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a 
powerful caste system that influences people’s 
lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the 
caste systems of America, India, and Nazi Germany, 
Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste 
systems across civilizations, including divine will, 
bloodlines, stigma, and more. Ultimately, she points 
forward to ways America can move beyond the 
artificial and destructive separations of human 
divisions, toward hope in our common humanity.

Original and revealing, Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents is an eye-opening story of people and 
history, and a reexamination of what lies under the 
surface of ordinary lives and of American life today.

Random House | Paperback | 544 pages | $20.00 | 978-0-593-23027-5

AMERICAN HISTORY

The Declassification Engine
What History Reveals About America’s Top Secrets
Matthew Connelly

The Declassification Engine is a captivating study of US state secrecy 
that combines data science and incisive history to uncover the vast 
system government officials use to hoard power and evade demo-
cratic accountability.

“Connelly has defined an existential crisis: the suppression of American 
history. . . . The Declassification Engine makes the case that the culture 
of secrecy diminishes democracy. And it has now become a culture of 
destruction as well.”—Tim Weiner, The New York Times Book Review

Pantheon | Hardcover | 560 pages | $32.50 | 978-1-101-87157-7

Voices of a People’s History  
of the United States in the 21st Century
Documents of Hope and Resistance
Edited by Anthony Arnove and Haley Pessin

This new companion to the classic collection edited by Howard Zinn 
and Anthony Arnove, Voices of a People’s History of the United States, 
brings together more than 100 texts from social movements that have 
shaped the 21st century. 

The book includes contributions from Angela Y. Davis, Nick Estes, Colin 
Kaepernick, Rebecca Solnit, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Howard Zinn, Rev. 
William Barber, Bree Newsome, Kimberlé Crenshaw, Tarana J. Burke, 
Dream Defenders, Naomi Klein, Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, Chelsea E. 
Manning, Chrishaun “CeCe” McDonald, Julian Brave NoiseCat, H. Melt, 
and many others.

Seven Stories Press | Paperback | 448 pages | $24.95 | 978-1-64421-297-4



AMERICAN HISTORY / Political History

Ways and Means
Lincoln and His Cabinet and the Financing of the Civil War
Roger Lowenstein

Upon his election, Abraham Lincoln inherited a country in crisis. But 
amid unprecedented troubles Lincoln saw opportunity—the chance 
to legislate in the centralizing spirit of the “more perfect union” that 
had first drawn him to politics. Roger Lowenstein reveals the untold 
story of how Lincoln used the urgency of the Civil War to transform a 
union of states into a nation. Through a financial lens, he explores 
how this second American revolution established a government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people.

Penguin Books | Paperback | 448 pages | $20.00 | 978-0-7352-2357-8

The Ghost at the Feast
America and the Collapse of World Order, 1900-1941
Robert Kagan

Kagan’s comprehensive, sweeping history charts America’s rise to 
global superpower from the nation’s earliest days to the dawn of the 
twentieth century.

“[Robert Kagan’s] provocative conclusions will force scholars and stu-
dents, policy makers and lay readers to reassess their understanding 
of America’s role in the international arena from the Spanish-American 
War to World War II.”—Melvyn P. Leffler, Edward Stettinius Professor of 
History Emeritus, University of Virginia

Knopf | Hardcover | 688 pages | $35.00 | 978-0-307-26294-3

Donald Trump v. The United States
Inside the Struggle to Stop a President
Michael S. Schmidt

Drawing on secret FBI and White House documents and confidential 
sources inside federal law enforcement and the West Wing, Schmidt 
tells the story of those who felt compelled to confront and try to 
contain the 45th president of the United States as he shredded norms 
and sought to expand his power. Donald Trump v. The United States is 
a riveting contemporary history and a lasting account of just how 
fragile and vulnerable American democracy really is.

Random House | Paperback | 496 pages | $20.00 | 978-1-9848-5468-1

The January 6th Report
Findings from the Select Committee to Investigate  
the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol
The January 6 Select Committee 
Foreword by Adam Schiff

On January 6, 2021, the United States came perilously close to losing 
its democracy. This is the official report of the investigation into the 
attack on the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.—perhaps the most 
vital congressional investigation in American history—with exhibits, 
witness testimony, and an exclusive foreword by Congressman Adam 
Schiff, who offers critical insights into this harrowing chapter in 
American history.

Random House | Paperback | 864 pages | $20.00 | 978-0-593-59727-9



AMERICAN HISTORY / African American 

Black Archives
A Photographic Celebration of Black Life
Renata Cherlise

Black Archives is a stunning collection of timeless images that tell 
powerful, joyful stories of everyday life and shed light on Black culture’s 
dynamic, enduring influence through the generations. Featuring more 
than 300 images that spotlight the iconic and the candid, the images 
showcase occasions of leisure, excitement, reflection, and pride, 
offering a nuanced compendium of Black memory and imagination.

Ten Speed Press | Hardcover | 288 pages | $35.00 | 978-1-9848-5929-7

Freedom Dreams
Twentieth Anniversary Edition
The Black Radical Imagination
Robin D. G. Kelley

First published in 2002, Freedom Dreams is a staple in the study of the 
Black radical tradition. Unearthing the history of grassroots move-
ments and renegade intellectuals and artists, Kelley recovers the 
dreams of the future worlds Black radicals struggled to achieve. The 
20th-anniversary edition of Kelley’s influential history of 20th-century 
Black radicalism features new reflections on current movements and 
their impact on the author, and a foreword by poet Aja Monet.

Beacon Press | Paperback | 336 pages | $19.95 | 978-0-8070-0703-7

Twice as Hard
The Stories of Black Women Who Fought to Become 
Physicians, from the Civil War to the 21st Century
Jasmine Brown

In this work of extensive research, Jasmine Brown offers a rich new 
perspective, penning the long-erased stories of nine pioneering black 
women physicians beginning in 1860, when a black woman first 
entered medical school. Brown champions these black women physi-
cians, including the stories of Dr. Rebecca Lee Crumpler, Dr. Edith Irby 
Jones, and Dr. Jocelyn Elders.  

Beacon Press | Hardcover | 240 pages | $24.95 | 978-0-8070-2508-6

Becoming Abolitionists
Police, Protests, and the Pursuit of Freedom
Derecka Purnell

In Becoming Abolitionists, Derecka Purnell draws from her experiences 
as a lawyer, writer, and organizer initially skeptical about police abolition. 
Purnell details how multi-racial social movements rooted in rebellion, 
risk-taking, and revolutionary love pushed her and a generation of 
activists toward abolition. Becoming Abolitionists shows that abolition 
is not solely about getting rid of police, but a commitment to create 
and support different answers to the problem of harm in society, and, 
most excitingly, an opportunity to reduce and eliminate harm in the 
first place. 

Astra House | Paperback | 320 pages | $18.00 | 978-1-66260-166-8



AMERICAN HISTORY / African American

The Mis-education of the Negro
Carter G. Woodson 
Introduction by Jarvis R. Givens 
General Editor: Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

The Mis-education of the Negro (1933) is Carter G. Woodson’s most 
popular classic work of Black social criticism which focuses on the 
impacts that dominant modes of schooling had on Black youth. 
Woodson argued that students, teachers, and leaders needed to be 
educated in a manner that was accountable to Black experiences and 
lived realities, both past and present. With current debates over 
teaching race in U.S. classrooms, the ideas associated with Mis-edu-
cation continue to resonate today.

Penguin Classics | Paperback | 224 pages | $15.00 | 978-0-14-313746-7

Civil Rights Queen
Constance Baker Motley and the Struggle for Equality
Tomiko Brown-Nagin

This first major biography of Constance Baker Motley—an activist 
lawyer who became the first Black woman appointed to the federal 
judiciary—provides an eye-opening account of the twin struggles for 
gender equality and civil rights in the 20th Century.

“Compelling, candid, and highly revelatory. . . . Professor Brown-Nagin 
makes a major contribution to several fields: race relations, women’s 
studies, the study of the legal profession, and modern American history.” 

—Randall Kennedy, Michael R. Klein Professor of Law, Harvard Law School

Vintage | Paperback | 528 pages | $19.00 | 978-0-525-43610-2

FINALIST FOR THE PEN/JACQUELINE BOGRAD WELD AWARD FOR BIOGRAPHY

A Few Days Full of Trouble
Revelations on the Journey to Justice  
for My Cousin and Best Friend, Emmett Till
Reverend Wheeler Parker Jr. and Christopher Benson

In 1955, 14-year-old Emmett Till was lynched. Though the case ignited 
a flame within the Civil Rights Movement that has yet to be extin-
guished, the rest of the details remain distorted by time and too many 
tellings. What does justice mean in the resolution of a cold case 
spanning nearly seven decades? A Few Days Full of Trouble offers a 
new perspective on the story of Emmett Till, relayed by his cousin and 
best friend—the Reverend Wheeler Parker Jr., the last surviving witness 
to the lynching.

One World | Hardcover | 416 pages | $28.99 | 978-0-593-13426-9

The Kneeling Man
My Father’s Life as a Black Spy Who Witnessed the 
Assassination of Martin Luther  King Jr.
Leta McCollough Seletzky

The Kneeling Man is the intimate and heartbreaking story of a Black 
undercover police officer who famously kneeled by the assassinated 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr—and a daughter’s quest for the truth 
about her father.

“At once historical and timely, Seletzky gifts us a captivating, charged 
and wholly nuanced narrative that grips you from the first page and does 
not let go.”—Margaret Wilkerson Sexton, author of A Kind of Freedom

Counterpoint | Hardcover | 304 pages | $27.00 | 978-1-64009-472-7



AMERICAN HISTORY / Indigenous / Asian American

On Savage Shores
How Indigenous Americans Discovered Europe
Caroline Dodds Pennock

On Savage Shores is a landmark work of narrative history that shatters 
our previous Eurocentric understanding of the Age of Discovery by 
telling the story of the Indigenous Americans who journeyed across 
the Atlantic to Europe after 1492.

“In On Savage Shores, Dodds Pennock has performed a monumental 
work of historical excavation. Beautifully written and painstakingly 
researched, this is first-rate scholarship.”—Suzannah Lipscomb, 
Financial Times

Knopf | Hardcover | 320 pages | $32.50 | 978-1-5247-4926-2

A Brutal Reckoning
Andrew Jackson, the Creek Indians, and  
the Epic War for the American South
Peter Cozzens

A Brutal Reckoning is the story of the Creek War, a conflict involving 
not only white Americans and Native Americans, but also the British 
and the Spanish, and opened the Deep South to the Cotton Kingdom, 
setting the stage for the American Civil War yet to come. Peter Cozzens 
provides the definitive book on this forgotten chapter in history.

“An authoritative account of a disturbing chapter in the relations 
between the U.S. military and Indigenous peoples.”—Kirkus Reviews, 
starred review

Knopf | Hardcover | 464 pages | $35.00 | 978-0-525-65945-7

Reclaiming Two-Spirits
Sexuality, Spiritual Renewal & Sovereignty in Native America
Gregory D. Smithers

Before 1492, hundreds of Indigenous communities across North 
America included people who identified as neither male nor female, 
but both. Drawing on written sources, archaeological evidence, art, 
and oral storytelling, Reclaiming Two-Spirits spans the centuries from 
Spanish invasion to the present, tracing massacres and inquisitions 
and revealing how the authors of colonialism’s written archives used 
language to both denigrate and erase Two-Spirit people from history. 
But as Gregory Smithers shows, the colonizers failed—and Indigenous 
resistance is core to this story. 

Beacon Press | Paperback | 368 pages | $21.95 | 978-0-8070-0819-5

Mott Street
A Chinese American Family’s Story  
of Exclusion and Homecoming
Ava Chin

As the only child of a single mother in Queens, Ava Chin’s family’s 
origins were shrouded in mystery, which she longed to uncover. In 
New York’s Chinatown she discovers a building on Mott Street where 
so many of her ancestors would live, begin families, and craft new 
identities. Deeply researched, and tremendously resonant, Mott Street 
uncovers a legacy of exclusion and resilience that speaks to the 
American experience, past and present.

Penguin Press | Hardcover | 400 pages | $29.00 | 978-0-525-55737-1



AMERICAN HISTORY / Asian- American / Women’s

Asian American Histories of the United States
Catherine Ceniza Choy

Original and expansive, Asian American Histories of the United States is 
a 200-year history of Asian migration, labor, and community formation 
in the US. Reckoning with the COVID-19 pandemic and the surge in 
anti-Asian hate and violence, award-winning historian Catherine 
Ceniza Choy presents a history of the fastest growing group of Ameri-
cans. The book features the lived experiences and diverse voices of 
immigrants, refugees, US-born Asian Americans, multiracial Americans, 
and workers from industries spanning agriculture to healthcare.

Beacon Press | Paperback | 240 pages | $18.95 | 978-0-8070-1271-0

Untold Power
The Fascinating Rise and Complex Legacy  
of First Lady Edith Wilson
Rebecca Boggs Roberts

Born in 1872, Edith Bolling Galt Wilson became the nation’s first acting 
president when her husband, Woodrow Wilson, was incapacitated. 
Beautiful, brilliant, charismatic, catty, and calculating, she was a 
complicated figure whose personal quest for influence reshaped the 
position of First Lady into one of political prominence forever. Untold 
Power is a richly overdue examination of one of American history’s 
most influential, complicated women as well as the surprising and 
often absurd realities of American politics.

Viking | Hardcover | 320 pages | $30.00 | 978-0-593-48999-4

The Great Stewardess Rebellion
How Women Launched a Workplace Revolution at 30,000 Feet
Nell McShane Wulfhart

Nell McShane Wulfhart crafts a rousing narrative about stewardesses 
in the 1960s and 1970s who pushed back against unfair workplace 
discrimination, fought for their rights, and won, and how their trail-
blazing efforts have helped working women move closer to workplace 
equality today.

“Wulfhart’s lively labor history chronicles a recent past that can feel 
simultaneously a million miles away and all too contemporary.” 

—Rebecca Traister, author of Good and Mad

Anchor | Paperback | 320 pages | $17.00 | 978-0-593-08229-4

LONGLISTED FOR THE PEN/JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH AWARD FOR NONFICTION

Empress of the Nile
The Daredevil Archaeologist Who Saved  
Egypt’s Ancient Temples from Destruction
Lynne Olson

In the 1960s, the world’s attention was focused on a nail-biting race 
against time: Fifty countries contributed nearly a billion dollars to save 
a dozen ancient Egyptian temples, built during the height of the 
pharaohs’ rule, from drowning in the floodwaters of the massive new 
Aswan High Dam. But the extensive press coverage at the time over-
looked the gutsy French archaeologist who helped preserve a crucial 
part of Egypt’s cultural heritage, and made sure it remained in its 
homeland.

Random House | Hardcover | 448 pages | $32.00 | 978-0-525-50947-9



WORLD HISTORY

The Midnight Kingdom
A History of Power, Paranoia, and the Coming Crisis
Jared Yates Sexton

From ancient through modern times, The Midnight Kingdom focuses 
on three intertwined forces, all foundational to the concept of “the 
West:” political power, religious indoctrination, and economic domi-
nance. Sexton examines societies throughout history that took a 
more egalitarian approach to gender, religion, and community—and 
were exploited in return. Perhaps most importantly, he tugs at the 
threads connecting the mythic past to the complexities of today: the 
rise of imperialism, the  power of capital, and the rise of political and 
religious extremism.  

Dutton | Hardcover | 384 pages | $30.00 | 978-0-593-18523-0

The Journey of Humanity
A New History of Wealth and Inequality with  
Implications for Our Future
Oded Galor

In a captivating journey from the dawn of human existence to the 
present, world-renowned economist Oded Galor offers an intriguing 
solution to two of humanity’s great mysteries. Why are humans the 
only species to have escaped—only very recently—the subsistence 
trap, allowing us to enjoy a standard of living that vastly exceeds all 
others? And why have we progressed so unequally around the world, 
resulting in the great disparities between nations that exist today?

Dutton | Paperback | 304 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-593-18600-8

The Great Experiment
Why Diverse Democracies Fall Apart and  
How They Can Endure
Yascha Mounk

From one of our sharpest and most important political thinkers, a 
brilliant big-picture vision of the greatest challenge of our time—how 
to bridge the bitter divides within diverse democracies enough for 
them to remain stable and functional.

“Anyone interested in the future of liberal democracy, in the US or any-
where else, should read this book.”—Anne Applebaum, Senior Fellow, 
SNF Agora Institute, Johns Hopkins University

Penguin Books | Paperback | 368 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-593-29683-7

Humanly Possible
Seven Hundred Years of Humanist Freethinking,  
Inquiry, and Hope
Sarah Bakewell

Humanly Possible introduces students to the long tradition of 
humanist thought, as it asks what humanism is and why it has flour-
ished for so long, despite opposition from fanatics, mystics and 
tyrants. It is a book brimming with ideas, personalities and experi-
ments in living—from the literary enthusiasts of the fourteenth 
century to the secular campaigners of our own time, from Erasmus to 
Esperanto, from anatomists to agnostics, from Christine de Pizan to 
Bertrand Russell, and from Voltaire to Zora Neale Hurston.

Penguin Press | Hardcover | 464 pages | $30.00 | 978-0-7352-2337-0



WORLD HISTORY

The Earth Transformed
An Untold History
Peter Frankopan

The Earth Transformed is a revolutionary new history that reveals how 
climate change has dramatically shaped the development—and 
demise—of civilizations across time.

“A scholarly assessment of the long-standing human habit of altering 
the environment to increasingly devastating consequences. . . . The 
author negotiates the difficult matter of environmental determinism 
well. . . . A deep, knowledgeable dive into environmental history.”

—Kirkus Reviews

Knopf | Hardcover | 736 pages | $40.00 | 978-0-525-65916-7

Worn
A People’s History of Clothing
Sofi Thanhauser

Drawn from years of intensive research and reporting from around the 
world, Worn is a sweeping and captivatingly told history of clothing 
and an unparalleled investigation into how everyday garments have 
transformed our lives, our societies, and our planet.

“This expansive history documents the transformation of clothing 
manufacture from a handmade practice, rich with personal signifi-
cance, to a mass-production industry . . . elegantly chronicling how 
textile production came to be defined by worker exploitation, misogyny, 
environmental devastation, and colonialism.”—The New Yorker

Vintage | Paperback | 400 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-525-56673-1

Pathogenesis
A History of the World in Eight Plagues
Jonathan Kennedy

Drawing on the latest research in fields ranging from genetics and 
anthropology to archaeology and economics, Pathogenesis takes us 
through 60,000 years of history, exploring eight major outbreaks of 
infectious disease that have made the modern world. By placing 
disease at the center of his wide-ranging history of humankind, 
Kennedy challenges some of the most fundamental assumptions 
about our collective past—and urges us to view this moment as another 
disease-driven inflection point that will change the course of history. 

Crown | Hardcover | 304 pages | $30.00 | 978-0-593-24047-2

Merits of the Plague
Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani 
Edited, Translated, and with an Introduction and Notes  
by Joel Blecher and Mairaj Syed

Six hundred years ago, Ibn Hajar Al-Asqalani—an esteemed judge, 
poet, and scholar in Cairo—survived the bubonic plague, which took 
the lives of three of his children, not to mention tens of millions of 
others. Weaving together accounts of evil jinn, religious stories, 
medical manuals, death-count registers, poetry, and the author’s 
personal anecdotes, Merits of the Plague is a profound reminder that 
with tragedy comes the noblest expressions of our humanity: the 
practice of compassion, patience, and care for those around us.

Penguin Classics | Paperback | 336 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-14-313661-3



WORLD HISTORY / Classical / Medieval

Latin
or, The Empire of a Sign
Françoise Waquet 
Translated by John Howe

For almost three centuries, Latin dominated the civic and sacred 
worlds of Europe and, arguably, the entire western world. Francoise 
Waquet’s history of Latin between the sixteenth and twentieth centu-
ries is a highly original and accessible exploration of the institutional 
contexts in which the language was adopted. Latin is a valuable work 
of reference, but also an important piece of cultural history: the story 
of a language that became a symbol with its own, highly significant 
empire. 

Verso | Paperback | 368 pages | $34.95 | 978-1-80429-049-1

Anaximander
And the Birth of Science
Carlo Rovelli

Over two millennia ago, the prescient insights of Anaximander paved 
the way for cosmology, physics, geography, meteorology, and biology, 
setting in motion a new way of seeing the world. In this elegant work, 
the renowned theoretical physicist Carlo Rovelli brings to light the 
importance of Anaximander’s overlooked influence on modern 
science.

“A masterful overview of a pivotal figure in scientific history.”—Publisher’s 
Weekly

Riverhead | Paperback | 272 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-593-54236-1

Christendom
The Triumph of a Religion, AD 300-1300
Peter Heather

Christendom presents a major reinterpretation of the religious super-
state that came to define both Europe and Christianity itself, by one of 
our foremost medieval historians.

“[A] sweeping and engaging history. . . . Full of reinterpretations and 
new insights. . . . [Heather’s] approach makes for a startlingly fresh 
look at a familiar story, a non-triumphalist history of the triumph of 
Christianity, and his book is all the more powerful for it.”—Jane Shaw, 
Financial Times

Knopf | Hardcover | 736 pages | $40.00 | 978-0-451-49430-6

The Reopening of the Western Mind
The Resurgence of Intellectual Life from the End of Antiquity 
to the Dawn of the Enlightenment
Charles Freeman

The Reopening of the Western Mind is a monumental and exhilarating 
history of Europe from 500 to 1700 AD tracing the arc of intellectual 
history as it evolved and setting the stage for the modern era.

“Freeman makes us realize why the twelve centuries between late 
Antiquity and early Modernity remain urgently relevant to the world of 
the twenty-first century.”—Paul Cartledge, AG Leventis Professor of 
Greek Culture Emeritus, University of Cambridge

Knopf | Hardcover | 816 pages | $50.00 | 978-0-525-65936-5



WORLD HISTORY / British

The Blazing World
A New History of Revolutionary England, 1603-1689
Jonathan Healey

The story of this strange, twisting, fascinating century, The Blazing 
World shows a society in sparkling detail.

“An erudite but readable history of a remarkable century. Contempo-
rary voices, unearthed from the archive, convey the texture of the 
times and bring events to life.”—Dr. Margarette Lincoln, University of 
Portsmouth

“The Blazing World is a triumph of scholarship and concision.”—Paul Lay, 
historian, author of Providence Lost

Knopf | Hardcover | 512 pages | $38.00 | 978-0-593-31835-5

Flora Macdonald: “Pretty Young Rebel”
Her Life and Story
Flora Fraser

Here is a captivating biography of the remarkable young Scotswoman 
whose bold decision to help “Bonnie” Prince Charlie evade capture 
and flee the country has become the stuff of legend.

“An eloquent addition to the scholarship on a much celebrated—but 
not fully considered—life of a beloved historical figure . . . thoughtfully 
rendered.”—Kirkus Reviews

“A lively and highly readable study of the iconic Jacobite heroine.” 
—Professor Murray Pittock, author of Culloden

Knopf | Hardcover | 288 pages | $30.00 | 978-0-451-49438-2

The Wager
A Tale of Shipwreck, Mutiny and Murder
David Grann

HMS Wager left England in 1740 on a secret mission during an imperial 
war with Spain, but foundered on a desolate island off the coast of 
Patagonia, while chasing a Spanish treasure-filled galleon. The Wager 
is a story of shipwreck and survival that recreates the hidden world on 
a British warship. The powerful narrative reveals the deeper meaning 
of the events on the Wager, showing that it was not only the captain 
and crew who ended up on trial, but the very idea of empire. The result 
is a grand tale of human behavior at the extremes.

Doubleday | Hardcover | 352 pages | $30.00 | 978-0-385-53426-0

Empireland
How Imperialism Has Shaped Modern Britain
Sathnam Sanghera

Empireland is a tour through the hidden legacies and modern realities 
of British empire that exposes how much of the present-day United 
Kingdom is rooted in its colonial past. It boldly and lucidly makes the 
case that in order to understand America, we must first understand 
British imperialism.

“Immensely readable . . . simultaneously personal and scholarly. [Empire-
land] addresses many of the questions that are now urgent subjects 
of public debate—such as Britain’s role in the slave trade and the 
connections between empire and multiculturalism.”—Financial Times

Pantheon | Hardcover | 384 pages | $29.00 | 978-0-593-31667-2



WORLD HISTORY / British / European

George VI and Elizabeth
The Marriage That Saved the Monarchy
Sally Bedell Smith

Granted special access by Queen Elizabeth II to her parents’ letters 
and diaries and to the papers of their close friends and family, Sally 
Bedell Smith brings the love story of this iconic royal couple to vibrant 
life. This deeply researched and revealing book shows how a loving 
and devoted marriage helped the King and Queen meet the challenges 
of World War II, lead a nation, solidify the public’s faith in the monarchy, 
and raise their daughters, Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret.

Random House | Hardcover | 736 pages | $40.00 | 978-0-525-51163-2

The Palace Papers
Inside the House of Windsor—the Truth and the Turmoil
Tina Brown

The Palace Papers reveals how the royal family reinvented itself after 
the traumatic years when Diana’s blazing celebrity ripped through the 
House of Windsor like a comet. Tina Brown has been observing and 
chronicling the British monarchy for three decades, and her sweeping 
account is full of powerful revelations, newly reported details, and 
searing insight gleaned from remarkable access to royal insiders, 
which in sum will irrevocably change how the world perceives and 
understands the royal family.

Crown | Paperback | 608 pages | $20.00 | 978-0-593-13811-3

The Curse of the Marquis de Sade
A Notorious Scoundrel, a Mythical Manuscript,  
and the Biggest Scandal in Literary History
Joel Warner

Described as both “one of the most important novels ever written” and 
“the gospel of evil,” 120 Days of Sodom was written by notorious 18th-
century aristocrat the Marquis de Sade. The Curse of the Marquis de 
Sade details the sweeping odyssey of 120 Days of Sodom’s original 
manuscript from the bowels of the Bastille in Paris through the 
present day. At its center is an urgent question for all those who 
cherish the written word: As the age of handwriting comes to an end, 
what do we owe the original texts left behind? 

Crown | Hardcover | 304 pages | $28.99 | 978-0-593-13568-6

Aftermath
Life in the Fallout of the Third Reich, 1945-1955
Harald Jähner

This revelatory history of the transformational decade that followed 
World War II illustrates how Germany raised itself out of the ashes of 
defeat and reckoned with the corruption of its soul and the horrors of 
the Holocaust.

“Magisterial, fascinating, humane—a brilliant book of the greatest im-
portance and achievement.”—Philippe Sands, author of East West Street

“Exemplary [and] important. . . . This is the kind of book few writers 
possess the clarity of vision to write.”—Max Hastings, The Sunday 
Times (London)

Vintage | Paperback | 416 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-593-31393-0
SHORTLISTED FOR THE CUNDILL HISTORY PRIZE AND THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE



WORLD HISTORY / European / Military

Adriatic
A Concert of Civilizations at the End of the Modern Age
Robert D. Kaplan

Often overlooked, the Adriatic is in fact at the center of the most signifi-
cant challenges of our time. Robert D. Kaplan, geopolitical expert and 
bestselling author of The Revenge of Geography, explores through a 
cross-pollination of history, literature, art, architecture, and current 
events how the region has changed over his three decades of observing 
it as a journalist, finding that to understand both the historical and con-
temporary Adriatic is to gain a window on the future of Europe as a whole.

Random House | Paperback | 368 pages | $18.99 | 978-0-399-59105-1

Why We Fight
The Roots of War and the Paths to Peace
Christopher Blattman

Why We Fight draws on decades of economics, political science, psy-
chology, and real-world interventions to lay out the root causes and 
remedies for war, showing that violence is not the norm; that there are 
only five reasons why conflict wins over compromise; and how peace-
makers turn the tides through tinkering, not transformation. 

“Blattman is a great storyteller, with important insights for us all.” 
—Richard H. Thaler, coauthor of Nudge

Penguin Books | Paperback | 400 pages | $20.00 | 978-1-9848-8159-5

Teacher resources available at chrisblattman.com/why-we-fight/resources-for-teaching-
the-book/

The Spoils of War
Power, Profit and the American War Machine
Andrew Cockburn

In the last decades, America has gone to war as supposed defenders 
of democracy. The War on Terror was waged to protect the west from 
the dangers of Islamists. US Soldiers are stationed in over 800 loca-
tions across the world to act as the righteous arbiters of the rule of law. 
In The Spoils of War Andrew Cockburn brilliantly dissects the inten-
tions behind Washington’s martial appetites. 

Verso | Paperback | 304 pages | $19.95 | 978-1-83976-368-7

How Civil Wars Start
And How to Stop Them
Barbara F. Walter

In How Civil Wars Start, a leading political scientist examines the 
dramatic rise in violent extremism around the globe and sounds the 
alarm on the increasing likelihood of a second civil war in the United 
States. Drawing on the latest international research and lessons from 
over 20 countries, Walter reveals the warning signs—where wars tend 
to start, who initiates them, what triggers them—and why some coun-
tries tip over into conflict while others remain stable.

Crown | Paperback | 320 pages | $18.99 | 978-0-593-13780-2



WORLD HISTORY / Military

Last Call at the Hotel Imperial
The Reporters Who Took On a World at War
Deborah Cohen

Last Call at the Hotel Imperial is a revelatory account of a close-knit 
band of wildly famous American reporters who, in the run-up to World 
War II, took on dictators and rewrote the rules of modern journalism. In 
those tumultuous years, they landed exclusive interviews with Hitler 
and Mussolini, Nehru and Gandhi, and helped shape what Americans 
knew about the world. Told with the immediacy of a conversation 
overheard, this revelatory book captures how the global upheavals of 
the 20th century felt up close.

Random House | Paperback | 608 pages | $20.00 | 978-0-525-51121-2

WINNER OF THE MARK LYNTON HISTORY PRIZE

The Correspondents
Six Women Writers on the Front Lines of World War II
Judith Mackrell

The Correspondents illuminates the untold history of six heroic women 
reporters—Martha Gellhorn, Lee Miller, Virginia Cowles, Helen Kirkpat-
rick, Sigrid Schultz, and Clare Hollingworth—who not only 
revolutionized the narrative of World War II, but fought entrenched 
prejudice for the right to work on equal terms with men.

“Definitive, deeply researched, and beautifully told, The Correspon-
dents tells the story of women at war—and reminds us how a few 
brave souls can blaze a trail and change the world.”—Keith O’Brien, 
author of Fly Girls

Vintage | Paperback | 480 pages | $19.00 | 978-0-593-47115-9

Blood and Ruins
The Last Imperial War, 1931-1945
Richard Overy

Richard Overy recasts the way in which we view the Second World War 
and its origins and aftermath. As one of Britain’s most decorated and 
respected World War II historians, he argues that this was the “last 
imperial war,” with almost a century-long lead-up of global imperial 
expansion, which reached its peak in the territorial ambitions of Italy, 
Germany and Japan in the 1930s and early 1940s, before descending 
into the largest and costliest war in human history. 

Penguin Books | Paperback | 1,040 pages | $30.00 | 978-0-14-313293-6

Against All Odds
A True Story of Ultimate Courage and Survival in World War II
Alex Kershaw

As the Allies raced to defeat Hitler, four men, all in the same unit, earned 
medal after medal for battlefield heroism. Tapping into personal inter-
views and a wealth of primary source material, Alex Kershaw has 
delivered a gripping account of American courage, spanning more 
than six hundred days of increasingly merciless combat, from the 
deserts of North Africa to the dark heart of Nazi Germany.

“Achieves a pitch-perfect balance between a ground view of combat and 
the seismic forces that drew men . . . to the killing grounds of Europe.” 

—The Wall Street Journal

Dutton Caliber | Paperback | 368 pages | $20.00 | 978-0-593-18375-5



WORLD HISTORY / Middle East

As We Exist
A Postcolonial Autobiography
Kaoutar Harchi

As We Exist is a thoughtful coming-of-age memoir, a young sociolo-
gist reflects on her Moroccan immigrant parents, their journey to 
France, and how growing up an outsider shaped her identity.

“Kaoutar and her family built their lives based on navigating their new 
lives while also living their old lives in Morocco. This is a must-read for 
everyone.”—Abdi Nor Iftin, author of Call Me American

Other Press | Paperback | 176 pages | $15.99 | 978-1-63542-284-9

We Could Have Been Friends, My Father and I
A Palestinian Memoir
Raja Shehadeh

Aziz Shehadeh was many things: lawyer, activist, and political detainee, 
he was also the father of bestselling author and activist Raja. A vocal 
and fearless opponent, Aziz resists under the British mandatory 
period, then under Jordan, and, finally, under Israel. When Aziz is 
murdered in 1985, it changes Raja irrevocably. This is not only the story 
of the battle against the various oppressors of the Palestinians, but a 
moving portrait of a particular father and son relationship.

Other Press | Hardcover | 160 pages | $22.99 | 978-1-63542-364-8

Grand Delusion
The Rise and Fall of American Ambition in the Middle East
Steven Simon

The culmination of years at the highest levels of policymaking and 
scholarship, Grand Delusion is Steven Simon’s tour de force, offering a 
deeply informed account of U.S. engagement in the Middle East. 
Simon questions the motives behind America’s commitment to Israel; 
explodes the popular narrative of Desert Storm as a “good war”; and 
calls out the devastating consequences of our mistakes, particularly 
for people of the region trapped by the onslaught of American military 
action and  economic sanctions.

Penguin Press | Hardcover | 496 pages | $32.00 | 978-0-7352-2424-7

The Secret Gate
A True Story of Courage and Sacrifice  
During the Collapse of Afghanistan
Mitchell Zuckoff

When the U.S. began its withdrawal from Afghanistan, celebrated author, 
academic, and champion for women’s liberation Homeira Qaderi was 
marked for death at the hands of the Taliban. Meanwhile, a young 
American diplomat named Sam Aronson, frantically racing to help 
rescue more than 100,000 stranded Americans, risked his life to get 
Homeira and her son out of the country. The Secret Gate tells the thrill-
ing, emotional tale of a young man’s courage and a mother and son’s 
skin-of-the-teeth escape from a homeland that is no longer their own.

Random House | Hardcover | 336 pages | $28.99 | 978-0-593-59484-1



WORLD HISTORY / Chinese

The Panthay Rebellion
Islam, Ethnicity and the Dali Sultanate in  
Southwest China, 1856-1873
David Atwill

The Panthay Rebellion of 1856–1873 held the armies of the Qing 
dynasty at bay for nearly two decades. It was the last of a series of 
mid-century Chinese revolts to be suppressed. Its downfall marked 
the beginning of a renewed offensive by the imperial government to 
control its border regions and influence the cultures of those who 
lived there. This account by David Atwill offers a remarkable panorama 
of the cosmopolitan frontier society from which the rebellion sprang. 

Verso | Paperback | 288 pages | $34.95 | 978-1-80429-054-5

Red Friends
Internationalists in China’s Struggle for Liberation
John Sexton

The story of Red Friends starts in the 1920s when, encouraged by the 
newly formed Communist International, Chinese nationalists and 
leftists united to fight warlords and foreign domination. John Sexton 
has unearthearthed the histories of foreigners who joined the Chinese 
revolution. He follows Comintern militants, journalists, spies, adven-
turers, Trotskyists, and mission kids whose involvement helped, and 
sometimes hindered, China’s revolutionaries. 

Verso | Hardcover | 400 pages | $39.95 | 978-1-78873-566-7

Indelible City
Dispossession and Defiance in Hong Kong
Louisa Lim

When protests erupted in 2019 and were met with escalating suppres-
sion from Beijing, Louisa Lim—raised in Hong Kong as a half-Chinese, 
half-English child, and now a reporter—realized that she was uniquely 
positioned to unearth Hong Kong’s untold stories. Lim’s deeply 
researched account casts new light on key moments: the British 
takeover in 1842, the negotiations over the 1997 return to China, and 
the future Beijing seeks to impose.

Riverhead | Paperback | 320 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-593-19182-8

Kingdom of Characters
The Language Revolution That Made China Modern
Jing Tsu

Just a century ago, China was a crumbling empire with literacy 
reserved for the elite few, as the world underwent a massive techno-
logical transformation that threatened to leave them behind. In 
Kingdom of Characters, Jing Tsu follows the innovators who reinvented 
the Chinese language, making it accessible to the modern world of 
global trade and digital technology.

“A deeply engaging and revealing narrative of the Chinese language in 
modern times.”—David Wang, Harvard University 

Riverhead | Paperback | 336 pages | $18.00 | 978-0-7352-1473-6



WORLD HISTORY / Asian / Latin American

An Honorable Exit
Éric Vuillard

Delving into the First Indochina War Éric Vuillard vividly illustrates the 
attitudes that both enabled French colonialist abuses and ultimately 
led to their defeat and withdrawal. An Honorable Exit not only brings to 
life scenes from the war, but also looks beyond the visceral reality on 
the ground to the colder calculations of those who seek to benefit 
from conflict, whether shrewd bankers, who can turn a military win or 
loss into financial gain, or intelligence operatives like the CIA, who aim 
to influence governments across the globe.

Other Press | Hardcover | 160 pages | $23.99 | 978-1-63542-352-5

The Story of a Life
Konstantin Paustovsky 
Translated and with an introduction by Douglas Smith

One of the most famous works of Russian literature, a memoir about a 
writer’s coming of age during World War I, the Russian Civil War, and 
the rise of the Soviet era. This is the first unabridged translation of the 
first three books of Konstantin Paustovsky’s magnum opus.

“Paustovsky, was, unquestionably, a part of the golden age, and now 
with this lively new translation of his memoir, he can be again.”—The 
New York Times 

NYRB Classics | Paperback | 816 pages | $24.95 | 978-1-68137-722-3

Every Day The River Changes
Four Weeks Down the Magdalena
Jordan Salama

An American writer of Argentine, Syrian, and Iraqi Jewish descent, 
Jordan Salama tells the story of the Río Magdalena. Following the river 
from its source high in the Andes to its mouth on the Caribbean coast, 
journeying by boat, bus, and improvised motobalinera, Salama writes 
against stereotype and toward the rich lives of those he meets. Joy, 
mourning, and humor come together in this astonishing debut about 
a country too often seen as only a site of war. 

Catapult | Paperback | 224 pages | $16.95 | 978-1-64622-161-5

Still Life with Bones
Genocide, Forensics, and What Remains
Alexa Hagerty

Throughout Guatemala’s 36-year armed conflict, state forces killed 
more than 200,000 people. Argentina’s military dictatorship disap-
peared up to 30,000 people. In the wake of genocidal violence, 
anthropologist Alexa Hagerty works with forensic teams at mass 
grave sites and in labs, discovering how bones bear witness to crimes 
against humanity and how exhumation can bring families meaning 
after unimaginable loss. She also comes to see how cutting-edge 
science can act as ritual—a way of caring for the dead with symbolic 
force that can repair societies torn apart by violence.

Crown | Hardcover | 320 pages | $28.00 | 978-0-593-44313-2



CLASSROOM FAVORITES

A Black Women’s 
History of the  
United States
Daina Ramey Berry
Beacon Press | PB | 296 pp. 
$17.00 | 978-0-8070-0199-8

Until I Am Free
Fannie Lou Hamer’s 
Enduring Message  
to America
Keisha N. Blain
Beacon Press | HC | 200 pp. 
$24.95 | 978-0-8070-6150-3

The Collaborators
Three Stories of Deception 
and Survival in World War II
Ian Buruma
Penguin Press | HC | 320 pp.  
$30.00 | 978-0-593-29664-6

There Will Be Fire
Margaret Thatcher,  
the IRA, and Two Minutes 
That Changed History
Rory Carroll
Putnam | HC | 416 pp.  
$29.00 | 978-0-593-41949-6

The Earth Is Weeping
The Epic Story of the Indian 
Wars for the American West
Peter Cozzens
Vintage | PB | 592 pp.  
$21.00 | 978-0-307-94818-2

An Indigenous  
Peoples’ History  
of the United States
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz
Beacon Press | PB | 320 pp. 
$16.00 | 978-0-8070-5783-4

A Fever in  
the Heartland
The Ku Klux Klan’s Plot to 
Take Over America, and the 
Woman Who Stopped Them
Timothy Egan
Viking | HC | 432 pp. 
$30.00 | 978-0-7352-2526-8

The Closing of  
the Western Mind
The Rise of Faith  
and the Fall of Reason
Charles Freeman
Vintage | PB | 480 pp.  
$18.95 | 978-1-4000-3380-5

Killers of the  
Flower Moon
The Osage Murders  
and the Birth of the FBI
David Grann
Vintage | PB | 416 pp.  
$17.00 | 978-0-307-74248-3

The 1619 Project
A New Origin Story
Created by Nikole 
Hannah-Jones &  
The New York Times 
Magazine
One World | HC | 624 pp. 
$38.00 | 978-0-593-23057-2

Mr. B
George Balanchine’s  
20th Century
Jennifer Homans
Random House | HC | 784 pp. 
$40.00 | 978-0-8129-9430-8

Four Hundred Souls
A Community History of 
African America, 1619–2019
Edited by Ibram X. Kendi  
and Keisha N. Blain
One World | PB | 528 pp. 
$20.00 | 978-0-593-44934-9

The Nineties
A Book
Chuck Klosterman
Penguin Books | PB | 384 pp. 
$18.00 | 978-0-7352-1796-6

The Greek Histories
The Sweeping History of 
Ancient Greece as Told by 
Its First Chroniclers: 
Herodotus, Thucydides, 
Xenophon, and Plutarch
Edited by Mary Lefkowitz  
and James Romm
Modern Library | HC | 480 pp. 
$26.00 | 978-1-9848-5430-8

1491
(Second Edition)
New Revelations of the 
Americas Before Columbus
Charles C. Mann
Vintage | PB | 576 pp. 
$19.00 | 978-1-4000-3205-1

1493 
Uncovering the New World 
Columbus Created
Charles C. Mann
Vintage | PB | 720 pp. 
$20.00 | 978-0-307-27824-1

The Big Con
How the Consulting 
Industry Weakens Our 
Businesses, Infantilizes 
Our Governments, and 
Warps Our Economies
Mariana Mazzucato and 
Rosie Collington
Penguin Press | HC | 352 pp. 
$30.00 | 978-0-593-49267-3

At the Dark End  
of the Street
Black Women, Rape, and 
Resistance—A New History 
of the Civil Rights Move-
ment  from Rosa Parks to 
the Rise of Black Power
Danielle L. McGuire
Vintage | PB | 416 pp. 
$18.00 | 978-0-307-38924-4

I, Rigoberta Menchu
An Indian Woman  
in Guatemala
Rigoberta Menchu
Verso | PB | 320 pp.  
$23.95 | 978-1-84467-418-3

All That She Carried
The Journey of Ashley’s 
Sack, a Black Family 
Keepsake
Tiya Miles
Random House | PB | 416 pp.  
$18.99 | 978-1-9848-5501-5

Silencing the Past 
(20th Anniversary Edition)
Power and the Production 
of History
Michel-Rolph Trouillot
Beacon Press | PB | 216 pp. 
$20.00 | 978-0-8070-8053-5

To request an examination copy for course consideration,  
visit PRHHigherEd.com/desk-and-exam
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